
Effects of Organic Material & Hydrocarbons in Stormwater 
Stormwater runoff flows into storm drains and ditches from rooftops, 
streets, bare soil, and lawns. On its way to the drain, it can pick up several 
pollutants. Hydrocarbons and organic material are both described as 
stormwater pollutants. When organic material, such as leaves and lawn 
waste, ends up in stormwater, it can carry fertilizers and pesticides into the 
water in which it is discharged. This pollution can then cause disruptions 
in the water body, such as increased algae production and biological 
damage to species that inhabit the area. The introduction of hydrocarbons, 
particularly petroleum hydrocarbons, into stormwater can cause similar 
problems. Often, an increase in the concentration of hydrocarbons in 
stormwater relates to the development of urban areas. The entrance of 
hydrocarbons into aquatic ecosystems can not only degrade water quality 
but also cause loss of habitat and reduce species diversity. 

Hydrocarbons 
Hydrocarbons are 
chemical compounds 
that are often used as 
fuel. Some common 
examples include 
petroleum, methane, 
and propane. 

Organic Material 
Organic material 
refers to carbon-
based compounds 
found in nature. 
Examples include 
leaves, lawn clippings, 
and manure, 
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How can you 
help?

‣ Never dump ANYTHING down storm drains— it’s illegal! 

‣ Use lawn chemicals— pesticides and fertilizers— sparingly. 

‣ Keep any lawn waste— grass clippings, leaves, and debris— out of the street. 

‣ Wash your car on grass/soil instead of on your driveway. 

‣ Dispose of oils and fuels using the appropriate method, which is usually labelled on the product. 
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