Mohawk River Watershed: Poentic Kill

Precipitation
(Rain & Snow)

Key Terms:

» Watershed: An area or ridge of land that
that drains into a particular stream, river,
or lake.

* Sub-watershed: A watershed that drains
into a larger watershed.

* Tributary: A river or stream flowing into
a larger waterbody, usually a river or
lake. Groundwater

(Aquifer)

Source: Kim Roberts, Center for Watershed Protection

Mohawk River Watershed

The Mohawk River Watershed flows from the valley between the western Adirondacks and Tug Hill
Plateau all the way to the Hudson River, spanning 140 miles. The watershed makes up one quarter of
the Hudson River Basin, which eventually drains into the Atlantic Ocean. It covers nearly 14
counties, contains over 4,000 miles of freshwater rivers and streams, and
also holds 135 notable freshwater lakes, ponds, and reservoirs.

Poentic Kill Watershed

The Poentic Kill Watershed is a sub-watershed of the Mohawk River

Watershed. The watershed corresponds to the Poentic Kill river, which is

14.4 miles long in total. The watershed’s northern portion lies within Source: NYDEC

Glenville. As of 2010, the quality of recreation and aquatic life was determined to be impaired due to

an excess amount of nutrients and sediments. Nutrient pollution most

g N - often is caused by agricultural runoff consisting of pesticides. Pesticides
AT Hs”e\cg‘*i%,h contain nutrients such as Nitrogen and Phosphorous to aid in plant

' N growth, but when those nutrients end up in water bodies they can
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b S dmieg negatively impact aquatic life by changing the pH and oxygen level in
\X\\ S ~the water. In 2002, the water quality of Poentic Kill was tested and
Rotterdam

Junction "\ O ~ determined to be in good shape with no major issues. Residents can
> prevent watershed pollution by supporting local legislation to do so,
\_scora /. pushing for regular water quality assessments, educating themselves on

YA ~~. .. watershed protection, and following the individual practices below.
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Ways That You Can Prevent Watershed Pollution:




References

Mohawk River Watershed Management Plan. Mohawk River Watershed Coalition, 2015,
mohawkriver.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/MohawkWatershedMgmtPlan Mar2015_Final r.pdf.

“Mohawk River Watershed.” Mohawk River Watershed, NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation,
www.dec.ny.gov/lands/48041.html.

Schenectady County, “Poentic Kill Fact Sheet,” Poentic Kill and tribs (1201-0005), 2010.

United States Department of Agriculture: Natural Resources Conservation Service, “New York Rapid
Watershed Assessment Profile for Mohawk Watershed,” October 2011, https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
wps/portal/nres/detail/ny/technical/dma/rwa/?cid=stelprdb1246971.

“Watershed Stewardship.” Watershed Stewardship, NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation,
www.dec.ny.gov/lands/25604.html.



http://mohawkriver.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/MohawkWatershedMgmtPlan_Mar2015_Final_r.pdf
http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/48041.html
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/ny/technical/dma/rwa/?cid=stelprdb1246971
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/ny/technical/dma/rwa/?cid=stelprdb1246971
http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/25604.html

	Key Terms:
	Mohawk River Watershed
	Poentic Kill Watershed
	Don’t Dump!
	fertilize frugally
	Double-check disposal
	GROW GRASS
	Pick up poop
	Conserve water
	Sweep Don’t spray
	Ways That You Can Prevent Watershed Pollution:
	References

